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  (Yucca aloifolia)  
The Spanish Bayonet is in the Yucca genus of the Agavaceae family, 
with stiff leaves that have fine serrated edges and needle-sharp tips. It 

is said that Native Americans were so skilled at 
utilizing these fibrous plants that they could peel 
back the fibers from the point and use as a needle 
and thread. It has an erect tree-like trunk that can 
get 5-20 feet tall and it is covered by the stiff, sharp 
evergreen leaves that can get up to 2 feet long. 
Spanish Bayonet may produce offshoots near the 
base of the trunk or may grow from seeds. It is a 
great sand stabilizer and windbreaker on dunes. 
 
When it becomes top heavy, it will topple over and 

the tip will turn upward and continue to grow. The newer leaves near 
the growth tip stand erect, while older leaves turn downward and the 
oldest wither and turn brown, hanging around the lower trunk. It is a 
native to coastal areas from North Carolina to Mexico and the West 
Indies. It flourishes in sunny, sandy soils, in salt air, and is very 
drought tolerant. It will tolerate some shade, but does best in full sun. 
This is a nice plant for home use, just be sure to place it in non-traffic areas so it won’t harm people or pets. 
 

Getting ready to send up its flower spike, the bud at right almost looks 
like a light-colored artichoke.  During the spring and early summer, 
mature plants will send up a 2-foot long spike that produces fragrant, 
bell-shaped flowers in clusters along the spike. Each blossom is about 4 
inches across. These white flowers—some with purple tinge—are edible 
and you may find these served in salads and sometimes battered and fried 
at many of the fine restaurants. Right now throughout the Preserve, you 
will find this plant starting to 
send out its flower spikes and 
later produce purplish fruit.  
 

The fibrous leaves have been used in brooms, baskets, cordage, and 
weaving. During WWI, over 80 million pounds were used to make 
burlap sacks. It is a source of a steroid used as an anti-inflammatory 
drug. An extract from the stem is used as the foaming agent in root 
beer. A compound from the roots can be used to make soap. 
 
Spanish Bayonet is in the same genus (Yucca) as Spanish Dagger 

(Yucca gloriosa), with which it is often confused.  Spanish Dagger may be 
recognized by the more branched, interlaced habit which creates an overall 
mound-like appearance—and is thereby sometimes referred to as mound lily. 
The Spanish Dagger’s leaves are bluish-green, while the Spanish Bayonet is 
dark green; Spanish Dagger is less rigid and leaves tend to bend downward at 
the middle; and Spanish Dagger has smooth instead of serrated margins like 
the Spanish Bayonet shown at the right.  

Serrated leaf margin 
of Spanish Bayonet 


